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About this document

This report provides a compilation of maps and spatial assessments of bathymetry, surficial sediments,
oceanographic habitat variables, deep sea corals, and seabirds for offshore waters of New York. The
information was compiled to support an offshore spatial plan being developed by the New York Department
of State’s Ocean and Great Lakes Program (OGLP). The report is a product of collaboration started in 2009
between scientists at the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s National Centers for Coastal
Ocean Science (NCCOS) and coastal managers at OGLP. NCCOS and OLGP worked closely to identify
priority scientific needs, plan the analytical approach, assess existing data, and compile findings into this
report. The targeted users of this report are coastal managers at OGLP, but other State and federal decision-
makers, offshore renewable energy development interests and environmental advocates will also find the
information useful.

The presented data and maps are the most accurate and up-to-date ecological information available for the
study area. The diverse ecological themes which are treated here represent priority data gaps and were
requested by OGLP to better understand and balance ocean uses and environmental conservation. The data
will feed into a larger project led by OGLP to compile and assess existing data for offshore spatial planning.

NCCOS is a recognized scientific leader in developing biogeographic assessments. These assessments are
organized around the development of geospatial data layers for ecological parameters, integrated analyses,
and specific quantitative products to aid in resource management. The spatial analyses in this report build on
and advance existing biogeographic techniques developed by NCCOS for other coastal and marine areas,
including the Gulf of Maine, North and Central California, and the Northwestern Hawaiian Islands. This report,
along with similar biogeographic products from around the nation, is also available online. For more information
please visit NCCOS’ webpage (http://coastalscience.noaa.gov/) or direct questions and comments to:

Chris Caldow

Biogeography Branch Chief

National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration /National Ocean Service/National Centers for Coastal Ocean
Science/Center for Coastal Monitoring and Assessment/Biogeography Branch

Phone: (301) 713-3028 x164

E-mail: Chris.Caldow@noaa.gov

Or

Jeff Herter

Offshore Spatial Planning Research and Development Manager
Ocean and Great Lakes Program

New York Department of State

Phone: (518) 408 - 4799

E-mail: jeff.herter@dos.state.ny.us
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