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What is the International Year of the Reef?
        “Recognizing that ten years after the first International Year of the Reef (1997) there continues to be an
          urgent need to increase awareness and understanding of coral reefs, and to further conserve and manage
          valuable coral reef and associated ecosystems, the International Coral Reef Initiative designated 2008
          as the International Year of the Reef (IYOR 2008).” — International Coral Reef Initiative (ICRI), October
          2006. IYOR 2008 will consist of a year-long campaign of events and initiatives hosted by governments
          and non-governmental organizations around the world. For more on the goals of IYOR 2008, see
          www.iyor.org.

Why is the IYOR 2008 important?
          Coral reefs are some of the oldest and most diverse ecosystems on the planet. They provide resources 
          and services worth an estimated 375 billion dollars each year, a staggering amount for ecosystems that 
          cover less than one percent of the earth’s surface. Millions of people and thousands of communities
          all over the world depend on coral reefs for food, storm protection, jobs, medicines, and recreational
          opportunities.

          Unfortunately, many of the world’s coral reefs (including the associated seagrass beds and mangrove
          habitats) have been damaged or destroyed due to increasing human impacts, climate change, and other
          factors. According to the Status of Coral Reefs of the World: 2004, 70% of the world’s coral reefs are
          threatened or destroyed, 20% of those are damaged beyond repair, and within the Caribbean alone, many
          coral reefs have lost 80% of coral species. The decline and loss of coral reef ecosystems has significant
          social, economic, and ecological impacts on people and communities in the U.S. and around the world.

When will IYOR 2008 take place?
          The calendar year of 2008 — January 1 through December 31.

If I choose to do something to celebrate IYOR, is it important to network
with others? 
          You're not required to work with others in order to participate in IYOR 2008. All U.S. based individuals,
          corporations, schools and organizations are welcome and actively encouraged to participate in the IYOR.
          That said, networking helps ensure that we get the maximum return for our collective IYOR 2008 invest-
          ments. Follow the steps below to network at whatever level (or all levels) you are most interested:
          international, national, regional, or local.

How do I get involved with IYOR 2008?
    —  Check out www.iyor.org for more information on the IYOR 2008 effort. Here you can register your
          interest with the international IYOR coordinator, sign up for the international email list by emailing
          info@iyor.org, and download basic IYOR 2008 information and key documents.

    —  Get involved with the U.S. campaign by contacting the non-profit organization Reef Check — iyor2008@
          reefcheck.org — to find out who in the U.S. may be involved in your geographic area or field of interest.
          Reef Check is serving as a facilitator for the U.S. IYOR effort in the non-government community. 

    —  Then, if you'd like to brainstorm and network at the national level, contact the National Oceanic and
          Atmospheric Administration — iyor@noaa.gov — to get added to the U.S. Coral Reef Task Force
          Education and Outreach Working Group, a network that encourages information-sharing, collaboration,
          and collective brainstorming for coral reef outreach and education across the government, non-govern-
          ment, research and private sectors. The USCRTF Education and Outreach Working Group is acting as a
          platform for anyone interested in sharing information about their U.S. IYOR plans with other organiza-
          tions, and provides a forum for potential collaborative planning and action.

    —  Finally, with the aid of the information resources and coordinators above, determine how you or your
          organization can make a unique IYOR 2008 contribution, and get started!


