
The table below lists all variables in the habitat database and the month data collection began/ended for each variable in St. Croix, USVI. The table shows all changes in methods used to 
collect habitat data and the variables added or discontinued.

x = data collected o = data not collected

Variable group Variable Level of data 
collection

Area 
sampled Feb 01 Aug 01 Jan 02 Oct 02 Mar 03 Oct 03 Mar 04 Sep 04 Mar 05 Oct 05 Apr 06 Oct 06 Oct 07 Mar 08 Oct 08 To Date

Logistic data Survey date Site level N/A x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x
Logistic data Survey time Site level N/A x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x

Habitat structure Habitat category (from habitat 
classification scheme) Site level Unknown x x x x x x x x x x x x o o o

Habitat structure Three-level hab strata (Hard, soft, 
mangrove) Site level Unknown x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x

Quad position Position of the quadrat along the 
transect (meters) quadrat 1-m2 x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x

Abiotic cover type Fine sediment cover quadrat 1-m2 x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x
Abiotic cover type Hard  cover quadrat 1-m2 x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x
Abiotic cover type Rubble cover quadrat 1-m2 x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x
Abiotic cover type Sand cover quadrat 1-m2 x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x
Abiotic cover type Transect depth quadrat 1-m2 x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x

Biotic cover type Total dead coral cover - non-living 
rock quadrat 1-m2 x x o o o o o o o o o o o o o

Biotic cover type Total dead coral cover - non-living 
rock by species quadrat 1-m2 o x o o o o o o o o o o o o o

Biotic cover type Total dead coral cover - recently dead 
by species quadrat 1-m2 o o x x x o o o o o o o o o o

Biotic cover type Recently dead/diseased coral cover 
by species quadrat 1-m2 o o o o o x x x x x x x x x x

Biotic cover type Algae cover - total quadrat 1-m2 x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x
Biotic cover type Algae cover by genus quadrat 1-m2 o x x x x x x x x x x x o o o
Biotic cover type Algae cover by morphology quadrat 1-m2 o x x x x x x x x x x x x x x
Biotic cover type Live coral cover - total quadrat 1-m2 x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x
Biotic cover type Live coral cover - by species quadrat 1-m2 o x x x x x x x x x x x x x x
Biotic cover type Gorgonian cover - total quadrat 1-m2 x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x
Biotic cover type Gorgonian cover - by morphology quadrat 1-m2 o x x x x x x x x x x x x x x
Biotic cover type Seagrass cover - total quadrat 1-m2 x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x
Biotic cover type Seagrass cover - by species quadrat 1-m2 o x x x x x x x x x x x x x x
Biotic cover type Sponge cover - total quadrat 1-m2 x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x
Biotic cover type Sponge cover - by morphology quadrat 1-m3 o x x x x x x x x x x x x x x

Biotic cover type Other benthic organisms cover - total quadrat 1-m2 o o o o o o o o x x o o o o o

Biotic cover type Other benthic organisms cover - 
anemone cover - total quadrat 1-m2 o x x x x x x x x x x x x x x

Biotic cover type Other benthic organisms cover - 
tunicate cover - total quadrat 1-m2 o x x x x x x x x x x x x x x

Biotic cover type Other benthic organisms cover - 
hydroid (non-encrust) cover - total quadrat 1-m2 o o o o o o o o o o x x x x x

Biotic cover type Other benthic organisms cover - 
zooanthid cover - total quadrat 1-m3 o x x x x x x x x x x x x x x

Structural complexity # of holes < 15 cm wide quadrat 1-m2 x x x x x x x x x x x x o o o
Structural complexity # of holes > 15 cm wide quadrat 1-m3 x x x x x x x x x x x x o o o
Structural complexity Max sea floor height Belt Transect 100-m2 x x x o o o o o o o o o o o o
Structural complexity Max (seafloor) hardbottom height quadrat 1-m2 o o o x x x x x x x x x x x x
Structural complexity Rugosity Belt Transect 100-m2 x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x
Canopy height Biotic height (overall) Belt Transect 100-m2 x x o o o o o o o o o o o o o
Canopy height Biotic height (overall) quadrat 100-m2 o o x x x x x x x x x x x x x
canopy height Gorgonian height quadrat 1-m2 o o x x x x x x x x x x x x x
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The table below lists all variables in the habitat database and the month data collection began/ended for each variable in St. Croix, USVI. The table shows all changes in methods used to 
collect habitat data and the variables added or discontinued.

x = data collected o = data not collected

Variable group Variable Level of data 
collection

Area 
sampled Feb 01 Aug 01 Jan 02 Oct 02 Mar 03 Oct 03 Mar 04 Sep 04 Mar 05 Oct 05 Apr 06 Oct 06 Oct 07 Mar 08 Oct 08 To Date

Canopy height Gorgonian height by morphology quadrat 1-m2 o o o x x x x x x x x x x x x
canopy height Macroalgae height quadrat 1-m2 o o x x x x x x x x x x x x x
canopy height Macroalgae height by genus quadrat 1-m2 o o o x x x x x x x x x x x x
canopy height Seagrass height quadrat 1-m2 o o x x x x x x x x x x x x x
canopy height Seagrass height by species quadrat 1-m2 o o o x x x x x x x x x x x x
canopy height Sponge height quadrat 1-m2 o o x x x x x x x x x x x x x
Canopy height Sponge height by morphology quadrat 1-m2 o o o x x x x x x x x x x x x
Density # of gorgonians quadrat 1-m2 x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x
Density # of gorgonians - by morphology quadrat 1-m2 o x x x x x x x x x x x x x x
Density # of sponges quadrat 1-m2 x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x
Density # of sponges - by morphology quadrat 1-m2 o x x x x x x x x x x x x x x

Density Other benthic organisms - # of other 
colonies quadrat 1-m3 o o o o o o o o x x o o o o o

Density Other benthic organisms - # of 
anemone colonies quadrat 1-m2 o o o x x x x x x x x x x x x

Density Other benthic organisms - # of 
tunicate colonies quadrat 1-m2 o o o x x x x x x x x x o o o

Density Other benthic organisms - # of hydroid 
(non-encrusting) colonies quadrat 1-m2 o o o o o o o o o o x x x x x

Density Other benthic organisms - # of 
zoanthid colonies quadrat 1-m2 o o o x x x x x x x x x o o o

Macro Invertebrates # of conch Belt Transect 100-m2 o o o x x x x x x x x x x x x
Macro Invertebrates Lip thickness Belt Transect 100-m2 o o o x x x x o o o o o o o o
Macro Invertebrates Presence / absence of conch lip Belt Transect 100-m2 o o o o o o o x x x x x x x x
Macro Invertebrates # of lobsters seen Belt Transect 100-m2 o o o o x x x x x x x x x x x

Reef distance Presence/absence of hardbottom w/i 4 
m of transect on softbottom habitat Belt Transect 100-m2 o x x x x x x x x x x x x x x

Photo documentation 
of site Not applicable Site level Unknown o o o o o x x x x x x x x x x
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