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Appendix 2. Body Weights of Selected North American Bird Species 

Common Name Scientific Name Body Mass (kg) 

Common Loon Gavia immer 4.134 

Pacific Loon Gavia pacifica 1.659 

Red-throated Loon Gavia stellata 1.551 

Western Grebe Aechmophorus occidentalis 1.477 

Clark's Grebe Aechmophorus clarkii 1.477 

Horned Grebe Podiceps auritus 0.453 

Red-necked Grebe Podiceps grisegena 1.023 

Eared Grebe Podiceps nigricollis 0.297 

Black Scoter Melanitta nigra 0.95 

Surf Scoter Melanitta perspicillata 0.95 

White-winged Scoter Melanitta fusca 1.35 

Laysan Albatross Phoebastria immutabilis 3.041 

Black-footed Albatross Phoebastria nigripes 3.015 

Northern Fulmar Fulmarus glacialis 0.544 

Murphy's Petrel Pterodroma ultima 0.428 

Cook's Petrel Pterodroma cookii 0.19 

Parkinson's Petrel Procellaria parkinsoni 1.062 

Pink-footed Shearwater Puffinus creatopus 0.721 

Sooty Shearwater Puffinus griseus 0.787 

Black-vented Shearwater Puffinus opisthomelas 0.276 

Buller's Shearwater Puffinus bulleri 0.38 

Flesh-footed Shearwater Puffinus carneipes 1.56 

Short-tailed Shearwater Puffinus tenuirostris 0.543 

Manx Shearwater Puffinus puffinus 0.453 

Townsend's Shearwater Puffinus auricularis 0.276 

Fork-tailed Storm-Petrel Oceanodroma furcata 0.055 

Leach's Storm-Petrel Oceanodroma leucorhoa 0.04 

Ashy Storm-Petrel Oceanodroma homochroa 0.037 

Black Storm-Petrel Oceanodroma melania 0.059 

Wedge-rumped Storm-Petrel Oceanodroma tethys 0.024 

Markham's Storm-Petrel Oceanodroma markhami 0.059 

Least Storm-Petrel Oceanodroma microsoma 0.021 

Wilson's Storm-Petrel Oceanites oceanicus 0.034 

Red-billed Tropicbird Phaethon aethereus 0.75 

Brown Booby Sula leucogaster 1.248 

Brown Pelican Pelecanus occidentalis 3.392 

White Pelican Pelecanus erythrorynchos 7.5 

Brandt's Cormorant Phalacrocorax penicillatus 2.113 

Double-crested Cormorant Phalacrocorax auritus 1.679 
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APPENDICES 

Appendix 2 cont. Body Weights of Selected North American Bird Species 

Common Name Scientific Name Body Mass (kg) 

Pelagic Cormorant Phalacrocorax pelagicus 1.915 

Red-necked Phalarope Phalaropus lobatus 0.034 

Red Phalarope Phalaropus fulicarius 0.056 

South Polar Skua Stercorarius maccormicki 1.156 

Pomarine Jaeger Stercorarius pomarinus 0.694 

Parasitic Jaeger Stercorarius parasiticus 0.465 

Long-tailed Jaeger Stercorarius longicaudus 0.297 

Glaucous Gull Larus hyperboreus 1.413 

Western Gull Larus occidentalis 1.011 

Glaucous-winged Gull Larus glaucescens 1.01 

Herring Gull Larus argentinus 1 

Thayer's Gull Larus thayeri 0.996 

Heermann's Gull Larus heermanni 0.5 

Bonaparte's Gull Larus philadelphia 0.212 

Mew Gull Larus canus 0.404 

Ring-billed Gull Larus delawarensis 0.519 

California Gull Larus californicus 0.609 

Sabine's Gull Xema sabini 0.191 

Black-legged Kittiwake Rissa tridactyla 0.407 

Red-legged Kittiwake Rissa brevirostris 0.391 

Arctic Tern Sterna paradisaea 0.11 

Common Tern Sterna hirundo 0.12 

Forster's Tern Sterna forsteri 0.158 

Caspian Tern Sterna caspia 0.661 

Elegant Tern Sterna elegans 0.257 

Royal Tern Sterna maxima 0.47 

Common Murre Uria aalge 0.993 

Thick-billed Murre Uria lomvia 0.964 

Pigeon Guillemot Cepphus columba 0.487 

Marbled Murrelet Brachyramphus marmoratus 0.222 

Ancient Murrelet Synthliboramphus antiquus 0.206 

Xantus's Murrelet Synthliboramphus hypoleucus 0.159 

Craveri's Murrelet Synthliboramphus craveri 0.159 

Parakeet Auklet Aethia psittacula 0.318 

Cassin's Auklet Ptychoramphus aleuticus 0.188 

Rhinoceros Auklet Cerorhinca monocerata 0.52 

Tufted Puffin Fratercula cirrhata 0.779 

Horned Puffin Fratercula corniculata 0.619 
From Dunning, J.B. 1993. Body Weights of 686 Species of North American Birds. International Wildlife Rehabilitation 
Council, University of Georgia, Athens, GA. 59 pp. 
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