Table X: Summary of 50 Largest Marine Bird Colonies Along the North/Central California Study Area, listed largest to smallest

No. of | Colony Size Double-

Breed- (No. of Leach's| Ashy |Brandt's| crested | Pelagic| Black Pigeon Rhino- USFWS
ing Breeding |Percent of| Storm- | Storm-| Cormo- | Cormo- | Cormo-| Oyster- | Califor- | Western| Caspian | Forsters| Least|Common| Guille- | Cassin's| ceros | Tufted| CA Colony Colony
Colony Name Species Birds) Total Petrel | Petrel rant rant rant | catcher | nia Gull Gull Tern Tern Tern | Murre mot Auklet | Auklet | Puffin Number Number
South Farallon Islands 12 184,442 48% 1,400 | 1,990 [ 17,014 | 1,122 442 30 15,095 127,399| 499 18,807 | 516 128 | SF-FAI-02 429-052
North Farallon Islands 6 72,203 19% 102 62 32 71,929 42 36 SF-FAI-01 429-051
Point Reyes 9 43,061 11% 15 1,160 266 6 178 40,810 616 6 4 MA-374-01 429-001
Double Point Rocks 6 16,235 4% 50 328 9 H 8 15,818 22 MA-374-05 429-003
Point Resistance 4 7,177 2% 28 H H H 8 7,091 50 MA-374-03 429-024
Afio Nuevo Island 7 5,065 1% 3,278 13 27 1,382 117 24 224 SM-370-04 429-023
Alviso Plant, Pond A6 3 4,526 1% 4,328 4 194 SFB-SR-07 429-020
Castle Rocks and Mainland 7 3,322 <1% P 342 46 H 12 2,901 19 2 MO-362-19 454-010
Bird Island (Monterey Co.) 5 2,791 <1% 2,690 4 2 90 5 MO-362-09 454-009
Alcatraz Island 3 2,483 <1% 1,578 900 5 SFB-SF-11 429-036
Millers Point Rocks 6 1,951 <1% 296 59 1 30 1,510 55 MA-374-04 429-002
Alameda Naval Air Station 3 1,840 <0.5% 502 1,188 150 SFB-AL-10 429-010
Yankee Point 1 1,744 <0.5% 1,744 H H MO-362-11 454-024
Bird Rock (Monterey Co.) 3 1,676 <0.5% 1,658 2 16 MO-362-03 454-006
San Fran-Oakland Bay Bridge E. 2 1,530 <0.5% 1,490 40 SFB-AL-05 429-071
Hurricane Point Rocks 5 1,445 <0.5% P 68 H H 14 1,343 20 H MO-362-20 454-011
Devil's Slide Rock and Mainland 5 1,354 <0.5% 692 114 H 8 380 160 SM-372-03 429-014
Piedras Blancas Island 5 1,291 <0.5% 1,224 1 34 29 3 H SL-352-01 477-007
Richmond-San Rafael Bridge 2 1,282 <0.5% 1,264 18 SFB-CC-12 429-061
Morro Rock and Pillar Rock 5 1,149 <0.5% 876 82 53 H 114 24 SL-352-07 477-026
Bench Mark-227x 5 1,092 <0.5% 444 35 H 38 539 36 MO-362-18 454-029
Fish Rocks 9 905 <0.5% 100 368 123 6 170 119 P 4 15 ME-384-10 404-003
Bird Rock (Marin Co.) 7 894 <0.5% 15 550 37 6 168 115 3 H MA-380-04 404-010
Bair Island, Pond B1 2 863 <0.5% 800 63 SFB-SM-06 429-016
Pup Rock and Adjacent Mainland 3 820 <0.5% 774 2 44 SL-350-04 477-028
Baumberg Plant #1, Pond 10 1 814 <0.5% 814 SFB-AL-16 429-015
Fairbank Point 1 812 <0.5% 812 SL-352-08 477-044
Bodega Rock 4 778 <0.5% 722 H 24 30 2 S0O-380-02 404-008
Unnamed Rocks 5 757 <0.5% 286 174 6 49 242 SL-350-03 477-010
Knight Island 4 754 <0.5% 400 8 76 270 SFB-SN-01 404-053
Cannery Row 4 682 <0.5% 310 198 86 88 MO-362-02 454-044
Cape San Martin 3 663 <0.5% 296 H 18 H 349 H MO-354-08 477-003
Plant #2, Ponds 4, 5 1 634 <0.5% 634 SFB-AL-32 429-019
Guillemot Island Area 5 632 <0.5% 554 20 10 30 18 MO-362-06 454-023
Salinas River New Mouth 2 568 <0.5% 568 H H MO-364-06 454-060
Monterey Harbor 3 553 <0.5% 494 24 35 MO-362-01 454-043
Alviso Plant, Ponds A9, A10 2 512 <0.5% 78 434 SFB-SR-04 430-005
Davenport to Sand Hill Bluff 3 509 <0.5% 13 1 495 SC-364-01 454-038
Arched Rock 4 481 <0.5% 436 9 34 2 H S0-382-11 404-006
Alviso Plant, Pond B2 1 480 <0.5% 480 SFB-SR-09 429-020
Lion Rock 4 467 <0.5% 424 H 1 24 18 SL-350-05 477-011
Shell Beach Rocks 6 447 <0.5% P 260 H 11 18 153 5 SL-350-13 477-035
Diablo Rock & Adiacent Mainland 3 415 <0.5% 384 H H 26 5 SL-350-06 477-029
Russian River Rocks 6 414 <0.5% P 238 125 2 44 5 S0-382-09 404-005
El Jarro Point to Davenport 4 408 <0.5% 72 22 313 1 SC-370-02 429-050
Greyhound Rock to El Jarro Point] 4 398 <0.5% 66 9 2 321 SC-370-01 429-049
Red Rock 1 384 <0.5% 384 SFB-CC-14 429-039
Russian Guich 5 376 <0.5% 80 227 7 42 20 S0-382-08 404-033
Point Buchon 5 368 <0.5% 172 48 6 40 102 SL-350-02 477-009
Gualala Point Island 5 324 <0.5% 264 4 1 26 29 S0-384-01 404-004

TOTALS for top 50 colonies - 374,771 97% 1,500 | 2,070 | 39,628 | 5,826 | 2,187 137 4,762 | 20,115 | 3,266 1,821 | 150 | 269,520 3,809 | 18,869 | 764 147 - -

Notes

The numbers in the species columns are the number of breeding birds. The "Total" in"Percent of Total" refers to 388,070 breeding birds in the 280 colonies that were considered.
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Key: H = historically-nesting species; P = present and probably breeding. A "blank" in the table indicates no available data, or the species is not present there. Colony names in ltalics occur along San Francisco Bay.
Most colony data are from Carter et al. (1992). Additional sources include: Sydeman et al.(1998); Capitolo et al. (2006); McChesney et al. (2005); Capitolo et al. (2004); Thayer and Sydeman (2002 a, b); Warzybok et al. (2002); Whitworth et al. (2002).

. This table reflects ~ 97% of the breeding marine birds in the study area (Pt. Arena to Pt. Sal), and includes colonies in San Francisco Bay. The colonies are ranked largest to smallest; these ranks will likely shift from year to year.

Personal communications were also received from: Steve Hampton (CDFG), Gerry McChesney (USFWS), and Bill Sydeman (PRBO Conservation Science). Complete references are at the end of the bird chapter. Data are mostly from 1989-2005.
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Data on bird colonies is constantly being updated; hence, this table is already dated for some species and locations.

o

See Appendix 1A for data at all colonies in the study area and San Francisco Bay. See Appendix 1B for additional colony information. Appendix 1A and 1B contais data on 280 colonies, 17 species, and ~ 388,070 breeding marine birds.
. Colony counts can vary significantly from year to year; therefore colony sizes, rank order, percent of total and number of species also vary. This table is combination of several studies on marine breeding bird colonies in the study area.

. This table was compiled by Janet Casey (R.G. Ford Consulting Co.), with help from Tracy Gill (NOAA) and Gerry McChesney (USFWS) on data collection, input revisions and formatting, and Jamie Higgins (NOAA) on formatting. - January 2007




