
Major Currents 
California Current 
Broad (~1000km) offshore surface current; 
flows southward year-round (~10cm/s); max 
flow in late summer/early fall;0-500m depth 

California Undercurrent 
Narrow (10-40km) weak subsurface current, 
flows northward (~2-10cm/s), max flow in 
summer/early fall, min. flow in spring; 
strongest at 100m-300m depth, over the slope 

Davidson Current 
Weak surface current, near coast, 
flows northward in fall and winter (~5cm/s) 
(up to 100km wide) 

National Marine Sanctuary Bounds 
Note: This diagram is a simple schematic of the major 
currents in the study area. Arrows indicate only the general 
direction and approximate position of the currents. These 
currents meander and extend well beyond the map extent, 
and are highly variable in size, strength, location and depth. 

Map citation: NOAA National Centers for Coastal Ocean Science, 2007. After Batteen et al., 2003. 


