3. RESULTS

In this section, satellite ocean climate data were summarized to reveal seasonal and interannual vari-
ability and transition inside and outside of sanctuary boundaries. Transition is defined as a typical seasonal
shift in surface patterns for each variable presented. Highlighted will be the unique spatial and temporal char-
acteristics and differences across variables for the three transects analyzed. Next, the correlation patterns
across select remote sensing data types will be evaluated to help identify the scales of influences (local to
regional, ephemeral to semi-permanent) on OCNMS water property response. Visual tools including Hov-
moller diagrams, correlation (rho) maps, and statistical plots will be presented to illustrate the significance of
these relationships. Finally, interrelationships across all data types will be utilized to reveal important limiting
factors and modes of influence on surface layer response inside and outside of sanctuary boundaries.

3.1 Seasonal Patterns of SST, SSHA, and Currents
SST data were examined to reveal seasonal characteristics for the PNW region, addressing spatial

and temporal variability inside and outside the sanctuary. Seasonal SST patterns (Figure 7) reveal cool win-
tertime temperatures (purple- blue), indicative of the downwelling season, followed by gradual spring transi-
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Figure 7. CoRTAD SST monthly climatologies (1985-2005) showing typical SST distribution during winter (December-February),
spring (March-May), summer (June-September), and fall (October-November) periods.
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tion in March and April. May reveals increased surface heating influence from the south, especially along
the coast (cyan-green). Surface heating in summer results in dramatically increased SST mean fields from
early June through September, temporally associated with the upwelling season. SST averages range from
8° C to near 16° C in a 4-month interval. A fall transition in SST typically occurs in October and November.
Climatological SST maximums occur during August and climatological minimums occur in February (Figure
7).

Seasonal SSHA data were summarized to evaluate coastal perturbations indicative of wind-forc-
ing, density changes from heating/cooling, and salinity (upwelling effects). Because areas surrounding the
OCNMS are significantly affected by strong seasonal variation in coastal currents, dynamic month-to-month
transitions in SSHA are expected (Figure 8). Seasonal SSHA patterns show positive (orange-red) nearshore
heights during the downwelling season, 8-10cm above the vertical mean. Circulation changes during late
winter to early spring result in significant SSHA transition from February to April (Figure 8). Spring months are
characterized by mainly neutral (cyan) patterns evident in April. During summer upwelling, a sign reversal (+
to -) from winter occurs inside the sanctuary, where heights are negative (blue), 10-12cm below the vertical
mean. A gradual fall transition occurs in October and November. SSHA maximums inside the sanctuary oc-
cur during January and minimums occur primarily in June/July, with a secondary peak in September.

Winter Spring

126°W 124°W 126°W 124°W 126°W 124°W 126°W 124°W

Summer

48°N

46°N

Fall

48°N

46°N

Sea Surface Height Anomaly (cm)

1 1 1 1 1

Figure 8. AVISO SSHA monthly climatologies (1992-2006) showing typical SSHA distribution during the winter (December-Feb-
ruary), spring (March-May), summer (June-September), and fall (October-November) periods.
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East-west summary

Hovmoller diagrams of expected
weekly SST and SSHA reveal the dramat-
ic spring SST increases (cyan to green)
up until a mid-late summer maximum
(orange-red), followed by the dramatic
cooling effect in November (Figure 9). A
significant transition occurs starting in May
(cyan to green approximates a transition of
1.5 C°; Figure 9). A similar SST transition
maximum occurs in November. Warmer
waters penetrating northward in spring re-
veal earlier transition in near-shore areas
than in the open ocean (Figure 9, top). Fall
transition is more gradual nearshore than
in offshore areas (Figure 9, bottom).

SSHA signal strength and sign
(+/-) are highly dynamic near shore versus
offshore. A wintertime maximum (yellow-
orange; Figure 9) near shore occurs dur-
ing January with a peak of approximately
7cm above mean sea level. In offshore
areas, SSHA seasonal variability is more
gradual, trending towards a September-
October maximum. SSHA minimum inside
the sanctuary typically occurs during mid-
late September, coincident with increased
upwelling at that time. Spring surface
height transition occurs before SST tran-
sition with maximum sea-level transition
in March (Figure 9). Fall sea-level tran-
sition occurs in November. SSHA-de-
rived surface geostrophic currents reveal
north-northwestward flow in winter and
southward flow in summer/fall. Strongest
currents occur in late September and Jan-
uary.

Cross-shelf summary

Hovmodller diagrams illustrate gen-
erally lower SST associated with the Juan
de Fuca Strait outflow and the eddy fea-
ture during summer (Figure 10). Mean
SST along the transect reveal summer
temperatures to be 14.6°C (red line; fig-
ure 10), approximately 2°C colder than in
areas of the continental slope (blue line).
Lower SST in shelf waters forms an SST
frontal boundary in early fall, generally as-
sociated with the 200 m isobath.

Strong near-shore variations in
SSHA signals are apparent along the
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Figure 9. Climatological summary of weekly averaged (expected) conditions
of SST and SSHA during a typical annual cycle along an East-West longitudinal
(47°N) transect line for the continental shelf (<200m isobath; red line) and con-
tinental slope, open ocean (>200m isobath; blue line). SSHA-derived general
surface currents are depicted from extracted data along the shelf break of the
study area (box).

An Oceanographic Characterization of the Olympic Coast National Marine Sanctuary

%)
=
>
0
Q
4
1
™




cross-shelf transect, where summer min-
imums can exceed 10cm below mean
sea level in areas outside of the Juan de
Fuca Strait (Figure 10). Of note are the
pronounced maximum heights in Janu-
ary, especially in nearshore areas, where
heights can exceed 10cm above the
vertical mean. Decreased salinities and
coastal impingement are speculated as
the predominant drivers to elevated sea
heights. Spring sea-level transition typi-
cally occurs two months earlier than SST
transition (Figure 10; boxes). Fall sea-
level transition is typically one month af-
ter SST transtion. Maximum differences Feb
between near-shore and offshore heights
are slightly exaggerated in January and Mar
September (Figure 10), coincident with
stronger surface currents during these
months. Geostrophic currents along
the continental slope (Figure 10) reveal
north-northwestward flow in winter, and May
southward flow in summer/fall.
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Alongshore summary

Hovmodller diagrams reveal no-
table differences in SST and SSHA inside
the sanctuary, with cooler waters persis-
tent in June-July just south of Bamfield, Aug
BC, near the mouth of the Juan de Fuca
Strait (Figure 11). Fall SST minimums
occur in September just south of Cape
Flattery. Wintertime SST differences be-
tween northern and southern sections of Oct
the transect are negligible, with a Febru-
ary minimum of 8.5°C. Nov
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Longshore variations in SSHA
patterns are evident inside the sanctuary,
with a maximum in January and mini- —
mums throughout the upwelling season. Sea Surface Temperature (°C)

A mainly neutral SSHA pattern is evident B - v ¢ - TR
near the mouth of the Columbia River. Of Sea Surface Height Anomaly (cm)

note are the dramatic differences between ms o) i B
SST minimum and SSHA maximum in Figure 10. Climatological summary of weekly averaged (expected) conditions of
January. Fluctuations in sea level are SST and SSHA during a typical annual cycle along a cross-shelf transect line
influenced by changes in temperature, for the continental shelf (<200m isobath; red line) and continental slope, open

- : . _ ocean (>200m isobath; blue line). SSHA-derived general surface currents are
2§Irl]gl|t>g Salsz \;’)Vlar;’?esrn:r:r? vr;?r:tg:rteszzgessetaa depicted from extracted data along the shelf break of the study area (box).

strong salinity and wind-driven influence,
especically since the colder wintertime
seawater is less dense than it is during
summer.
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Figure 11. Climatological summary of weekly averaged (expected) conditions of SST and SSHA during a typical annual cycle along
a North-South transect line for Olympic Coast shelf waters (red line) and Washington Coast shelf waters (blue line). SSHA-derived
general surface currents are depicted from extracted data along the shelf break of the study area (box).

Summary of seasonal processes influencing SST and SSHA

Patterns of SST and SSHA for the Olympic Coast reflect responses caused by a combination of phys-
ical factors. During a strong upwelling period in September 2001, regional SST minimums corresponded with
sea surface height minimums (Figure 12). The suppressed SSHA summer signals are indicative of upwelling
pulses injecting cooler dense waters to the surface, creating lower sea surface heights (Figure 12; top row).
Lower SST is generally shoreward of maximum equatorward flow (Figure 12). During the downwelling period
of January 2004 (Figure 12; bottom row), northward wind-induced coastal impingement, Juan de Fuca out-
flow, and coastal/estuarine influence were likely to have resulted in positive SSHA patterns inside the sanctu-
ary. A more thorough investigation of processes influencing surface temperatures and sea level fluctuations
will be presented in section 3.4 and 3.5.

Depictions of both SST and SSHA, derived from infrared and radar altimetry estimates, respectively,
reveal dominant seasonally induced processes affecting the region, i.e., wind-driven upwelling and down-
welling. Since radar altimetry is not cloud-dependent, subtleties in SSHA variability are captured in the AVISO
data, which are sometimes lost in the SST signals due to cloud obscurement. SSHA appears to be less re-
sponsive to summer air/sea heating and more responsive to upwelling-induced mixing and wind influences.
In summary, these variables could be used in combination to isolate upwelling response for the region.
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Figure 12. Monthly mean SST distribution, SSHA, and SSHA-derived surface current
velocities for September 2001 and January 2004, during the height of the upwelling and
downwelling periods, respectively.

An Oceanographic Characterization of the Olympic Coast National Marine Sanctuary



3.2 Seasonal Patterns of Ocean Color Chlorophyll, Turbidity and Winds

Ocean color data were used to reveal seasonal characteristics for the PNW region, addressing spa-
tial and temporal variability inside and outside of sanctuary boundaries. The climatological monthly mean
images shown illustrate the dynamic nature of the spatial distribution of monthly and seasonal chlorophyll
(Figure 13). Lower chlorophyll (cooler colors) is indicative of the downwelling season (Figure 13; top row) ,
most apparent during December through February, followed by a gradual spring transition starting in March.
In May, coastal chlorophyll concentrations north of the sanctuary increase dramatically, exhibiting a peak in
the 6.0- 10.0 ug/L range during the start of the upwelling season. During August to October, a primary peak
occurs inside the sanctuary, when highest chlorophyll typically appears for the season. A fall transition typi-
cally occurs in November, when chlorophyll production significantly diminishes, falling to lows of around 1.5
Mg/L from November through January (Figure 13; bottom row).
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Figure 13. SeaWiFS monthly climatologies (1997-2007) showing typical chlorophyll distribution during the winter (December-Febru-
ary), spring (March), early summer (April-September), late summer-early fall (July-September) and fall (October- November) peri-
ods.
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Ocean color turbidity, as measured by remote sensing reflectance at 670nm (Rrs670) is a proxy for
light availability and particulate (inorganic) loading in the upper water column (Figure 14). This surface effect
can be caused by runoff, wind-generated resuspension of sediments, or upwelling currents. Turbidity values
are generally very low for the PNW; high values are relatively uncommon and spatially limited. Regions of
persistently high values are associated with river plumes and the sediment generated by coastal runoff west
of the Olympic Mountains. The highest median turbidity values are the lighter colors (greens to yellows), and
lower values are depicted by cooler colors decreasing from greens to blues (Figure 14). The patterns for
light availability are divided into two main seasons—wet and dry. Coastal areas south of the Juan de Fuca
Strait experience their highs in the winter wet season when rainfall is at its highest, while areas to the west of
the Strait, along the continental shelf, experience a primary peak in summer (Figure 14), during the dry sea-
son. Values for near-shore areas in the sanctuary are highest from December through March, with a spring
transition evident in April, falling to a seasonal low in May. The fall months of September and October are
characterized by transition, marking the end of the dry season and start of the wet season.

East-West summary
Hovmodller plots of SeaWiFS data extractions along the E-W transect reveal expected chlorophyll
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Figure 14. SeaWiFS monthly climatologies (1997-2007) showing typical Rrs670 value distribution during the winter wet season (De-
cember-February), spring (March-April), summer dry season (May-September), and fall (October- November) periods.
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concentrations and Rrs670 values for
the climatological period of January-
December (Figure 15). Values repre-
sent expected conditions based on the
10-year climatology. A climatological
minimum near shore occurs from No-
vember through early February, where
the width of coastal chlorophyll is re-
strained to extreme coastal areas and
concentration peaks at ~5 pg/L. Slight
increases in concentration are evident
in late February, with significantly stron-
ger peaks beginning in late July through
early October inside the sanctuary (Fig-
ure 15, red line). In July, the width of
coastal chlorophyll widens significantly.
Climatological maximum near shore oc-
curs during late September-early Octo-
ber, when maximum concentrations can
reach 8 pg/L. Of note are the chloro-
phyll responses offshore in mid-October
extending into the open ocean environ-
ment, where chlorophyll can increase
from 0.1 pg/L to 0.5 pg/L during a two-
week period (Figure 15, blue line). The
onshore-offshore chlorophyll enhance-
ment ends fairly abruptly in November.

The differences in remotely
sensed signals of turbidity versus chlo-
rophyll are evident in Figure 15. From
November through March, a band of
turbidity > 0.002 Steradian-1 can be
seen during the wet season. Between
the end of April to mid October, turbid-
ity near the coast reduces by an order
of magnitude to ~0.0005 Steradian -1,
with @ minimum ocurring in May. Mini-
mal turbidity increases are evident near
the shelf break in summer, with coastal
increases building in late October and
peaking in December.

Winds show strong seasonal
patterns with east-south-eastward di-
rections in spring and early summer,
south-eastward directions in mid-sum-
mer to early fall, and northward winds in
winter (Figure 15).

Chlorophyll Turbidity Winds
West —
Jan \ Jan
Feb «— Feb
] ] : |
i /
Mar / Mar
Spring ! o
Apr Pry %. /‘ Apr
blooms |
| J — |
May \\i May
1 - > L
Jun [
vﬂg ] 8 g _Jun
= A
Jul Dry é} Jul
| ] Season §. |
Aug \ g Aug
| 1 alt =8 - -
Sep . . Sep
Oct ( : -H » % Oct
Nov | g : ] .- Lk 5 Nov
| At v Wer | L
\ ! J i idL & ™~ A .
Dec ‘ ot A o Reasethy Dec
| -

Chlorophyll Concentration (ng/L) —> 5 m/s

Turbidity (Rrs670) Value (1/sr)

10002  .0005 ' m

Figure 15. Climatological summary of weekly averaged (expected) conditions of
SeaWiFS chlorophyll, turbidity and QuikSCAT winds during a typical annual cy-
cle along an East-West longitudinal (47°N) transect line for the continental shelf
(<200m isobath, red line) and continental slope, open ocean (>200m isobath, blue
line). Winds were extracted along the transect line near the shelf break (box) and
vectors plotted to reveal direction in oceanographic convention.
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Cross-shelf summary

Through pixel extractions along
the cross-shelf transect, Hovmoller
diagrams illustrate spring chlorophyll
blooms as well as the influences of the
Juan de Fuca outflow in spring and sum-
mer. Chlorophyll along the coast is near
1 pg/L from December through March.
Starting in early April, chlorophyll in-
creases of up to 6 ug/L are observed
(Figure 16). The chlorophyll maximums
indicative of the spring bloom period can
be seen (Figure 16, red line). Nutrient
buildup in the cross-shelf area is likely
influenced more strongly by spring river
runoff out of the Juan de Fuca strait at
this time. Of note are the fall peaks evi-
dent off the shelf break in October prior
to the fall transition period (Figure 16).

A spatially homogeneous area
of more turbid water persists just inside
of the shelf break from May to Septem-
ber. Slight increases in Rrs670 returns
during upwelling could be caused by
resuspended sediments churned up by
the strong upwelling currents. Of note
is the near-shore area around the Juan
de Fuca Strait outflow, which exhibits
decreased turbidity starting in June and
ending in October (Figure 16).

Winds show stronger magni-
tudes offshore, with eastward directions
shifting southeastward in summer and
early fall (Figure 16). During fall transi-
tion, a fairly abrupt shift from eastward
to northward occurs in November and
December.

Alongshore summary

Longshore variability in chlo-
rophyll signals along the N-S transect
line highlight the distinct spring bloom
periods to the north of the sanctuary,
the summer/fall peaks inside the sanc-
tuary, and the Columbia River outflow
influence to the south (Figure 17). Dur-
ing fall transition (November) and win-
ter downwelling, chlorophyll decreases
significantly near shore. A distinct tran-
sition occurs in late February along the
mid-transect, where general increases
are seen over a two-week period, and
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Figure 16. Climatological summary of weekly averaged (expected) conditions of
SeaWiFS chlorophyll, turbidity and QuikSCAT winds during a typical annual cycle
along a cross-shelf transect line for the continental shelf (<200m isobath, red line)
and continental slope, open ocean (>200m isobath, blue line). Winds were extract-
ed along the transect line off the shelf break (box) and vectors plotted to reveal
direction in oceanographic convention.



then a flattening occurs until late March (Figure 17). By early April, distinct blooms consistently >6 ug/L are
evident in northern sections (Figure 17, red line), lasting until July. By August, the northern enhancement
edge dissipates, with more southerly enhancement persisting through mid October, with maximums ranging
from 8-10 pg/L inside sanctuary boundaries. Of note is the implied influence of nutrients from the Columbia
River plume affecting the nearshore, remotely sensed chlorophyll signals in the immediate vicinity of the
plume (Figure 17). Also of note is the apparent break in the elongated signal band and decreased chlorophyll
of <0.5 pg/L predominantly inside the sanctuary in November and December.

Turbidity values in the alongshore direction reveal influences of the wet season in fall and winter
(Figure 17). From the second half of December to the end of March, the magnitude on the southern end of
the transect is ~0.002 1/sr. While this magnitude will remain constant until August, the northward extent of
coastal influence from the Columbia River varies. The northward extent increases from December through
February, and then recedes in March through May. The northbound extent dissipates until the last week of
August, and then drops an order of magnitude to 0.0005 1/sr. The strong precipitation influence west of the
Olympic Mountains may be attributed to the increased Rrs670 signal in November and December, where
land-sea runoff may play a significant role in elevated Rrs670 distribution.

Winds reveal three prevailing patterns, with slightly lighter winds in spring and early summer, stonger
upwelling favorable winds southeastward in mid-summer, and northward winds in fall and winter (Figure 17).
Fall wind shifts to the north typically occur during October after the fall primary chlorophyll peak.
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Figure 17. Climatological summary of weekly averaged (expected) conditions of SeaWiFS chlorophyll, turbidity and QuikSCAT
winds during a typical annual cycle along a North-South transect line for Olympic Coast shelf waters (red line) and Washington
Coast shelf waters (blue line). Winds were extracted along the transect line along the shelf (box) and vectors plotted to reveal direc-
tion in oceanographic convention.
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The Juan de Fuca Strait outflow and circulation
eddy has been shown to be a significant source of nu-
trients for the region (Hickey and Banas 2003, Trainer
et al. 2002). Using SeaWiFS Rrs670 values represent-
ing typical low conditions (less turbid) during summer, a
narrow band of less turbid waters is evident in areas just
outside and to the south of Cape Flattery (Figure 18,
purple). These lower Rrs670 values could represent a
proxy to nutrient source for this area.

Summary of ocean color response characteristics
Ocean color chlorophyll and turbidity estimates
provide information on algal production, light availabil-
ity, and river/estuarine plume influence inside and out-
side of the sanctuary. Chlorophyll conditions during a
strong upwelling period in May 2002 revealed spatially
distinct pulses outside of the Juan de Fuca Strait with
slight increases in Rrs670 values (Figure 19). Strong fall
upwelling-induced pulses were evident during Septem-
ber 2006 inside sanctuary boundaries, with fairly stable
Rrs670 values (Figure 19). Chlorophyll maximum typi-
cally occurs along the Olympic Coast in late Septem-
ber and early October. Although Rrs670 values are low
year-round, values generally exhibit a cyclical temporal
variability, with late fall-winter peaks generally occurring
during the precipitation maximum for the region. Colum-
bia River plume influence on ocean color is most evident
in southern sections of the study area. Juan
de Fuca outflow in summer induces clearer
water conditions inside the sanctuary. May-2002

Turbidity (Rrs670) Values (sr-1)

T

Figure 18. SeaWiFS-derived climatological estimates of
Rrs670 20th quantile values during July revealing decreased
turbidity associated with Juan de Fuca outflow inside sanctu-
ary boundaries. Note bifurcation near the mouth of the Strait.
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Figure 19. Monthly mean SeaWiFS chlorophyll and turbidity (Rrs670 val-
ues) for May 2002, and September 2006 during the spring bloom period
and enhanced fall upwelling periods, respectively.
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3.3 OCNMS Seasonal Cycles and Transition Periods

Through analysis of surface patterns of chlorophyll, currents, and winds, five seasonal cycles were
documented for the Olympic Coast region. Seasonal cycles and transition periods were noted for sanctuary
waters only, and may or may not be indicative for other areas outside the sanctuary.

(1) Winter (November through mid-February)

(2) Spring transition (late February through March)

(3) Spring/early summer bloom period (April through June)

(4) Late summer/early fall transport and upwelling period (July through early October)
(5) Fall transition (October through November)

(1) Winter (November through mid-February)—This period is dominated by strong winds from the south, on-
shore Ekman transport, northward mean flow, and downwelling. The present study depicts surface patterns
consistent with previous investigation summarized by Hickey and Banas (2003) and Hickey (pers. comm).
Chlorophyll patterns are lowest for the year in December (present study). Currents and winds reveal pre-
dominantly north-northwest patterns during the height of the downwelling cycle (Figure 20). The region can
also undergo diminishing cross-shelf and alongshore currents, causing a reduction in onshore transport at
times during the winter season (Allen and Newberger 1996; Austin and Barth 2002).

(2) Spring transition (late February through March)—This period reveals variable winds and currents, with
generally mean northward flow. Surface pattern climatologies reveal general shifts in currents, winds and
chlorophyll production during this time (Figure 20). Upwelling of deep nutrient-rich waters begins after the
transition and continues through the fall (Landry et al. 1989). An “early spring” period is evident in a February
chlorophyll pulse depicted inside the sanctuary, and could be representative of a transition of fair, upwelling-
favorable wind conditions, followed by increased volatility and storminess. A somewhat distinct 2-3 week
westward wind shift is evident (Figure 20).

(3) Spring/early summer bloom period (April through June)—During this period, upwelling continues, bringing
deep waters to the surface near the coast in some areas. Surface flows over much of the shelf and slope are
generally southeastward, especially later in the period (Figure 20). Spring chlorophyll enhancement occurs
as upwelled nutrients reach the surface near the coast and in the Strait of Juan de Fuca and its eddy (Mac-
Fadyen et al., 2005; Hickey and Banas, 2003). The period is associated with increasing SST regionally.

(4) Late summer/early fall transport and upwelling period (July through early October)—This period is domi-
nated by southeastward mean surface flow (Hickey 1989, present study), Ekman-induced cross-shelf trans-
ports, and upwelling. Coastal upwelling and transport are the dominant processes controlling Olympic Coast
water property variability during this time (Lentz 1992, Kirincich et al. 2005). Increases in chlorophyll pro-
duction are evident during this period. Both currents and winds are generally lighter during this time (Figure
20).

(5) Fall Transition (October through November)—During the fall transition, winds shift to more downwelling-
favorable (northward), and mean monthly surface currents begin to transition more northward with corre-
sponding changes in water-column stratification (Hickey 1989). The upwelled waters relax downward offshore
across the shelf and nutrient supply thus diminishes. A fairly abrupt decrease in chlorophyll concentration
occurs during this time.
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Figure 20. Diagrams of seasonal breakouts and periods of transition for the Olympic Coast Sanctuary. Average (expected)
weekly SeaWiFS median chlorophyll data extracted along a North-South transect line, AVISO geostrophic currents (box), and
QuikSCAT winds (circle) depict weekly patterns over the calendar year. Breakouts are characterized by surface chlorophyll
patterns and circulation drivers for the Olympic Coast region.
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3.4 Seasonal Patterns of Oceanic Fronts, Gradients, and Ocean Color Variability

Ocean fronts are boundary features typically associated with intensified motion, sharp gradients,
decreased stability, and increased convergence at the ocean surface. Efforts to characterize fronts using
satellite-derived edge detection methods are well documented (Castelao et al. 2006, Breaker et al. 2005). In
PNW marine environments, fronts can be placed into three general classes: (1) small-scale fronts associated
with estuarine/river discharge, (2) upwelling fronts associated with strong thermal and salinity gradients, and
(3) open ocean fronts caused by wind-forcing. Fronts in the PNW are most apparent during and slightly after
the heightened upwelling season.

In OCNMS ocean environments, fronts initially develop in May (Figure 21), coincident with SST un-
dergoing the greatest temporal transition. Coastal upwelling intensity increases dramatically in June, and
fronts strengthen during this time. By July, frontal intensity is centered inside the shelf break near the Juan
de Fuca eddy circulation, and by September, persistent fronts set up near the shelf break. The most intense
offshore fronts occur in October and November. Frontal activity inside the sanctuary decreases significantly
during the November transition, reaching a minimum between February and April (Figure 21). Small-scale
fronts are also associated with estuarine/river discharge.
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Figure 21. GOES climatological (2000-2007) SST monthly frontal probabilities showing long-term frontal persistence during
the winter (December-February), spring (March-May), summer (June-September), and fall (October-November) periods.
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Ocean color chlorophyll variability estimates the level of change of chlorophyll concentration over a
monthly interval. Assessing variability from satellite data provides added spatial context into ocean phyto-
plankton activity and physical processes that limit or enhance biological production at the surface. Using dif-
ferences between the 75" and 25™ quantiles, resulting maps show the spatial distribution of months with the
highest variability, revealing distinct and sometimes pronounced areas of enhancement.

At the height of the “turbid season” in January, chlorophyll variability is lowest for the year. A distin-
guishable area of increased chlorophyll variability is evident in the February image (Figure 22). April patterns
of heightened chlorophyll variability exhibit a narrow band of heightened variability inside the sanctuary (Fig-
ure 22). Variability then decreases in the sanctuary in late summer, when upwelling pulses are speculated
as the dominant process of influence. In September, during the peak of seasonal chlorophyll production, vari-
ability also increased and was more widespread, mainly confined outside of sanctuary boundaries (Figure
22).

Winter Spring
126°W 124°W 126°W 124°W 126°W 124°W 126°W 124°W

Chlorophyll Variability Index (ng/L)
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Figure 22. SeaWiFS- derived climatological (1997-2007) estimates of chlorophyll variability during the winter (December-Feb-
ruary), spring (March), early summer (April-September), late summer-early fall (July-September) and fall (October-November)
periods. Variability was determined using the difference of the 75th and 25th quantiles for the distribution of chlorophyll and
turbidity values, respectively.
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Ocean color variabilty a b
speaks to enhanced transition in T
biotic response. It is assumed that
chlorophyll response can be mea-
sured not only through algal abun-
dance (using chlorophyll a as a
proxy), but through temporal change 2
in abundance, which may be more i
useful for coupling with other pa-
rameters. Figure 23 depicts these
heightened chlorophyll transition
periods effectively. Specifically high- P i :
lighted are the changes associated Chiorophyll Varisbility Index (ng/L)

with the time periods of late March  |IEEEEIGS = s |

Figure 2 ictin Im pe-

(. gu © d3a),.dd'eo\p Cf gF.a ca 23pbe Figure 23. Comparison of climatological chlorophyll variability estimates during a)
rnog, 'an . m_' - pril (Figure _)’ late March, versus b) mid-April. Note the significant enhancement in variability
showing significant enhancement in inside the sanctuary.

chlorophyll variability.
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Juan de Fuca Eddy

The Juan de Fuca eddy is a semi-permanent cyclonic feature located off the coast of Vancouver
Island and the Juan de Fuca Strait. The extreme diversity in habitats and zones of convergence of ocean
currents accounts for the rich biodiversity in the eddy.

The counterclockwise cold-core eddy is situated west of the Strait of Juan de Fuca, southwest of
Bamfield, BC. The eddy is a dominant feature of circulation around the OCNMS with a diameter ranging from
50-100km, and is visible in summertime satellite imagery in seasonal minimum low SST and, generally, mini-
mums and maximums in chlorophyll. The seasonal eddy is a result of the interaction between effluent from
the Strait, southward wind-driven upwelling processes, and underlying topography—a spur of the Juan de
Fuca submarine canyon (Hickey and Banas 2003). The eddy forms in spring and declines in fall (Freeland
and Denman 1982). The eddy was defined by using density profiles (MacFadyen et al. 2005). Decreases
in SST in the center of circulation are most apparent in July, when climatological SST gradient magnitudes
are most distinct. In days prior to and during Eddy SST enhancement, light to moderate NW winds prevail in
near-shore zones, indicative of fair weather conditions.

A well-documented edge detection algorithm (Canny 1986) was used to delineate SST frontal gradi-
ent edges associated with eddy boundaries using both the CoORTAD and GOES long-term data series. In ad-
dition to gradients, frontal orientation was also computed to provide a reasonable proxy of circulation around
the center of circulation. Climatological gradients and along-front directions reveal implied circulation around
the eddy during climatological June and July (Figure 24), indicating a slight westward shift in eddy orientation
from June to July in the long-term data series. Spatial patterns of frontal directions, climatological median
chlorophyll, and eddy location are shown in Figure 25, with implied circulation around the center depicted
through along-front direction.

Summary of SST fronts and chlorophyll variability

SST fronts for the region show distinct patterns indicative of the Juan de Fuca eddy circulation, up-
welling fronts, offshore wind forced events, and the Columbia River plume effect. Ocean color chlorophyll
variability estimates the level of change of chlorophyll over a temporal interval. Heightened monthly chloro-
phyll variability is typically oriented along the eastern edges of SST frontal boundaries, hinting at increased
convergence and enhanced biological activity. Westward shifts in eddy circulation are evident in the long-
term SST data series. Spatial patterns of near-shore and offshore frontal boundaries and chlorophyll infer
zones of increased upwelling, and possible habitat niches for biological assemblages.
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Figure 24. CoRTAD SST climatological (1985-2005) monthly gradients and along-front di-
rections for June and July.
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Figure 25. CoRTAD SST climatological (1985-2005) monthly along-front directions and
climatological monthly median chlorophyll for June and July.
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3.5 OCEAN CLIMATE DATA SUMMARY

In this section, previously shown Hovmoller diagrams of remotely sensed SST, SSHA, chlorophyll,
turbidity, currents, and winds are presented in combination to visually depict average (expected) conditions
for the climatological period covering January to December. Extracted data along the three transect lines
were compared across the four variables, and inferences were made on the dominant factors influencing
surface response.

East-West Summary

Suppressed near-shore SST values are evident starting in early June and ending in October, indica-
tive of seasonal upwelling processes (Figure 26). Suppressed SSHA values inside the sanctuary (Figure
26, cyan-blue) are likely the result of density-driven (temperature/salinity) processes related to seasonal up-
welling. In winter, heightened SSHA values along the coast are likely caused by precipitation/runoff, the Co-
lumbia River, and coastal impingement (wind forcing). Spring chlorophyll blooms typically start in mid-April.
Chlorophyll pulses are much more pronounced in late summer and early fall, typically ending in mid-October
(Figure 26). Wind-induced effects can lead to SST fronts in offshore areas with the most persistent frontal
features setting up in October and November, coincident with increased chlorophyll production offshore.
Slight influence of localized precipitation and sediment resuspension can be seen in expected turbidity condi-
tions (Figure 26). Of note are the strong northwestward-dominated mean currents and winds in January and
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Figure 26. Diagrams of averaged (expected) daily-weekly AVISO SSHA, CoRTAD SST, SeaWiFS chlorophyll and turbidity (Rrs670),
AVISO geostrophic currents, and QuikSCAT winds along an East-West transect line over the calendar year. Plots reveal typical con-
ditions of remotely sensed surface response characteristics for OCNMS waters.
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southeastward currents in September (Figure 26).

Cross-shelf Summary

Cross-shelf patterns in ocean climate reveal distinct transitions between near-shore and offshore sur-
face water property responses. Outflow from the Juan de Fuca Strait causes suppressed SST during summer
(Figure 27). Negative SSHA in summer is likely caused by dips in temperature due to Juan de Fuca outflow in
combination with upwelling processes (Figure 27). Spring chlorophyll blooms typically start in mid-April and
diminish slightly by mid-summer. Wind-induced effects can lead to SST fronal development (frontogenesis)
in offshore areas. Of note are the SST and SSHA spatial transition areas coincident with increased chloro-
phyll production (and fronts) in October. Influence of the Juan de Fuca outflow can be seen in expected tur-
bidity conditions promoting lower turbidities directly adjacent to the Strait (Figure 27). A summer/fall turbidity
maximum is also noted near the shelf break (Figure 27). Of note are the southeastward-dominated currents
during July, with a transition to more southward mean flow in August and September (Figure 27).

Alongshore Summary

Ocean climate patterns in the alongshore direction reveal seasonal warming, density- driven, and
wind effects along the Olympic Coast. Outflow from the Juan de Fuca strait is evident, where SST differ-
ences between extreme northern and southern sections typically reach 2-3°C during summer. Sea-level
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Figure 27. Diagrams of averaged (expected) daily-weekly AVISO SSHA, CoRTAD SST, SeaWiFS chlorophyll and turbidity (Rrs670),
AVISO geostrophic currents, and QuikSCAT winds along a cross-shelf transect line of each data series over the calendar year. Plots
reveal typical conditions of remotely sensed surface response characteristics for OCNMS waters.

An Oceanographic Characterization of the Olympic Coast National Marine Sanctuary



fluctuations between summer
and winter are most exagger-
ated along this transect. Wind-
induced coastal impingement,
Juan de Fuca outflow, and up-
welling processes appear to
have significant influence on
SSHA signals in northern sec-
tions, with decreased influence
near the Columbia River mouth
(Figure 28). From ocean color
values, the evidence of spring
bloom events is most apparent
in northern sections of the study
area from early April through
mid-June (Figure 28). Near
shore Ekman-induced pulses
then dominate the region; this
is most apparent during mid-Ju-
ly through early October when
chlrophyll reaches an annual
maximum. Of note is the Co-
lumbia River outflow influence
on chlorophyll concentrations
and turbidity in extreme south-
ern sections, and heightened
chlorophyll (low Rrs670) during
a brief period in February (Fig-
ure 28). February is typically
a time of pre-transition, when
frequent, severe cold-front
passages could cause bottom
resuspension and subsequent
increased chlorophyll at the sur-
face. Although Rrs670 signals
are generally low to moderate
year-round, a coastal runoff ef-
fect is noted across northern
and southern sections from
November through December.
General transition periods are
depicted well with altimetry-
derived geostrophic currents
(Figure 28, bottom). Coastal
currents become redirected
from typical wintertime pat-
terns (north-northwestward) to
southeastward starting in early
March through April. Summer-
time southeastward flow re-
mains fairly consistent through
October until the November
transition period.
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Figure 28. Diagrams of averaged (expected) daily-weekly AVISO SSHA, CoRTAD SST,
SeaWiFS chlorophyll and turbidity (Rrs670), AVISO geostrophic currents, and QuikSCAT
winds along a North-South transect line of each data series over the calendar year. Plots
reveal typical conditions of remotely sensed surface response characteristics for OCNMS
waters.
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3.6 Surface Property Relationships and Processes Affecting the OCNMS

The relationship between surface layer properties provides information on bio-physical coupling, and
local versus regional processes affecting OCNMS waters. For example, global studies investigating the co-
variability of chlorophyll and SST have demonstrated the effects of large-scale climate cycles on heightened
or suppressed signals over expansive ocean regions (Yoder and Kenelly 2003, McGillicuddy et al. 2001).
In the Pacific Ocean basin, El Nifo periods generally favor lower chlorophyll and higher SST, while La Nifa
years favor high chlorophyll and low SST. Localized spatial patterns of SST and chlorophyll have been linked
to hemispheric climate cycles and have been used to identify feeding grounds for many commercially impor-
tant species (Valavanis et al. 2004). In this section, monthly SST, SSHA, ocean color chlorophyll and turbid-
ity, Columbia River discharge, and land-based precipitation data will be used to help define spatio-temporal
correlation peaks during downwelling and upwelling periods. Multiple rho maps will be used to depict select
spatial correlation patterns of interest in both local and regional ocean environments.

SST and SSHA Co-variability
Through pair-wise correlation approaches using Spearman’s rho (p), the association of monthly SST
and SSHA image data values were tested. When all months were tested, SST/SSHA relationship was
positive, indicating that thermal expansion properties have
a strong influence on SST/SSHA relationship year-round. a.
During upwelling in July (Figure 29a), slightly neutral to 12w 126°W 125°W 124w 128°W
negative patterns are evident near the Juan de Fuca Strait
outflow. The density-driven processes related to upwelling
appear to reinforce a positive relationship in October (Fig-
ure 29b). Seasonal heating (thermal expansion effects) is
the likely contributor to positive SST/SSHA correlation re-
gionally in both summer and winter.

SST, SSHA, and Chlorophyll Co-variability

The overall correlation pattern between SST and
chlorophyll anomaly values reveal mostly negative p in
open ocean waters with neutral patterns along the Olympic
Coast. That is, cooler SST co-varies with increased chlo-
rophyll regionally. Strength and direction of association
between these two variables are generally moderate and
negative when averaged over the entire upwelling period,
but reveal unique spatial-temporal patterns within the up-
welling season.

At the start of upwelling season in May, distinct spa-
tial patterns arise in SST/chlorophyll correlation fields (Fig-
ure 30). May shows a distinct negative association along
the Olympic Coast shelf, specific to areas along the Van-
couver Island and Washington coastlines. This pattern rep-
resents a time when solar radiation effects are in transition
and upwelling pulses of nutrient-rich, cooler waters become
more evident. Differences between offshore and nearshore
pixels is evident when monthly mean SST and median chlo-
rophyll values are extracted from selected clusters (boxes,
Figure 30). Trend lines of fit are added to emphasize oppos- Correlation Coefficient (rho)
ing relationship in offshore (Figure 31a) and coastal (Figure -0.75 050  PEENENNEY ¥ +0.50-|
31b) environr_nents. The nearshore relationship (Figl_Jre Figure 29. Monthly SST vs. SSHA Spearman correlation
31b) emphasizes low SST values (10.5°C) corresponding coefficients (rho) showing strength and direction (+/-) of
with a heightened chlorophyll signal up to 3ug/L. SSHA spatio-temporal relationship for the months of (a) July and
and chlorophyll correlations (not shown) reveal similar pat- (b) October.
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terns in May although negative correlation fields are not
as spatially homogeneous.

July correlations along the Olympic Coast reveal
typical summer conditions, with increases in light avail-
ability and sea surface heating acting to limit chlorophyll
production at the surface. Nutrient availability in July
increases overall due to increased upwelling and other
localized processes. An opposing pattern from May is
shown in the July plots, with a negative trend offshore
(Figure 32a) versus a positive trend near shore (Figure
32b). Chlorophyll concentration reached 14ug/L for ex-
tracted pixels in the sample when temperatures were
greater than 15°C. Rho was moderate to strongly posi-
tive near-shore, and negative offshore (Figure 33). The
overall pattern offshore is strongly negative. SSHA and
chlorophyll rho maps (not shown) show a similar near-
shore versus offshore relationship in strength and direc-
tion.

In September/October, SST/chlorophyll correla-
tion patterns reveal negative association regionally (Fig-
ure 34), with a small cluster of positive rho associated
with Juan de Fuca outflow and eddy circulation inside the
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Figure 30. Spearman correlation coefficients (rho) showing
strength and direction (+/-) of spatio-temporal relationship
between CoRTAD monthly SST and chlorophyll for May.
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Figure 31. Scatterplot displaying the relationship between CoRTAD SST and SeaWIFS chlorophyll during climatological May for
waters (a) outside and (b) inside the sanctuary. Values are extracted from boxes shown in Figure 30.
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Figure 32. Scatterplot displaying the relationship between CoRTAD SST and SeaWIFS chlorophyll during climatological July for

waters (a) outside and (b) inside the sanctuary. Values are extracted f

rom boxes shown in Figure 33.
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sanctuary. This pattern would indicate that localized pro-
cesses related to the Juan de Fuca eddy may have more
influence on SST/chlorophyll relationship inside the sanc-
tuary. Differentiating the dominant physical processes
that limit chlorophyll and sediment characteristics will be
addressed in the following sections.

Nutrient/sediment Sources and Ocean Color
Covatriability

Outflow from the Columbia River plume, Juan de
Fuca Strait, and other land-sea interactions have a signifi-
cant effect on biological activity and sediment response
in the OCNMS (Thomas and Weatherbee 2006). In this
section, co-variability of chlorophyll, turbidity, precipita-
tion, and discharge will be presented to highlight sources
(and sinks) of nutrient and sediments impacting OCNMS
marine environments.

The Columbia River plume is highly dynamic with
variation in direction, depth, and width of response (Hickey
and Banas 2003). The Columbia River plume core flows
northward on the inner shelf in fall and winter and south-
ward in spring and summer, offshore of the Oregon shelf.
Through spectral classification techniques, Thomas and
Weatherbee (2006) depicted the Columbia River plume
core to reach near sanctuary boundary waters in winter.
Spearman’s rank correlation of monthly Rrs(670) and Co-
lumbia River discharge values exhibit a similar pattern
during the winter period (Figure 35a). A distinct “plume”
of high rho (Figure 35a, deep orange) is evident from the
Columbia River mouth northwards along the coast. Of
note is the negative association (deep blue) in coastal
areas south of Cape Flattery (Figure 35a).

Increased precipitation and runoff play significant
roles in the transport and distribution of sediments and
nutrients out of Olympic Coast river systems, estuarine
plumes, and the Juan de Fuca Strait (Thomas and Weath-
erbee 2006, Newton et al. 2003). A strong potential exists
for precipitation-effect on sediment and nutrient charac-
teristics along the OCNMS inner shelf. Through pair-wise
approaches, a significant portion of turbidity in near-shore
zones co-varies with coastal precipitation during the win-
ter wet season (Figure 35b). These correlation patterns
support the premise that seasonal runoff from areas to
the north of the Columbia River plume contribute signifi-
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Figure 33. Spearman correlation coefficients (rho) showing
strength and direction (+/-) of spatio-temporal relationship
between CoRTAD monthly SST and chlorophyll for July.
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Figure 34. Spearman correlation coefficients (rho) showing
strength and direction (+/-) of spatio-temporal relationship
between monthly SST and chlorophyll for September.

cantly to higher turbidity values in OCNMS waters, relative to the influence of the Columbia Plume itself. The
results speak to other factors, such as more localized coastal precipitation, as substantial contributors to

seasonal Rrs670 response.

The association of precipitation and chlorophyll should differ based on the amount of light available
for algal stimulation. It is speculated that negative precipitation/chlorophyll correlation in September (Figure
36a) indicates that optimal light conditions (less precipitation) could yield more production at the surface. In
October, the relationship is positive but limited to an area around the mouth of the Juan de Fuca Strait, includ-
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ing the sanctuary (Figure 36b). October is more indicative of increased precipitation, which could influence
correlation patterns together with the possible influence of both the Strait and coastal runoff processes.
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Figure 35. Spearman correlation coefficients (rho) showing strength and direction (+/-) of spatio-
temporal relationship between SeaWiFS January turbidity and (a) USGS gauged Columbia River
January discharge and (b) GPCC January precipitation.
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Figure 36. Spearman correlation coefficients (rho) showing strength and direction (+/-) of spatio-
temporal relationship between SeaWiFS chlorophyll and GPCC precipitation for (a) September
and (b) October.
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Summary of intraseasonal (within season) processing influencing surface layer relationships

To report on processes affecting surface layer responses inside and outside OCNMS waters, a cor-
relation matrix revealing level and direction of association between remote sensing parameters and other
physical-hydrometerological variables is presented (Table 2). Correlation patterns of surface water properties
are spatially and temporally tied to upwelling/downwelling cycles (mixing processes), increased light avail-
ability, and changes in land-based physical forcing mechanisms. In this section, the dominant mechanisms
influencing surface layer characteristics inside the OCNMS will be interpreted from sign (+/-) and strength of
selected relationships from Table 2, and from the climate summaries of expected conditions (Figures 26-28).

For all months, a positive relationship is evident for SST and SSHA (row 1, Table 2). Thermal expan-
sion properties and upwelling reinforces positive SST/SSHA relationship. During the start of the upwelling
season in May, SST/chlorophyll and SSHA/chlorophyll relationship is negative inside the sanctuary and posi-
tive regionally (row 2, 3; Table 2). Nutrient-rich, colder water being forced to the surface during upwelling
enhances negative SST/chlorophyll relationship. In July, the SST/chlorophyll relationship is highly influenced
by localized heating effects, inducing a positive relationship. During September and October, SST/chloro-
phyll relationship is negative at regional scales, suggesting that chlorophyll is heavily influenced by physical
circulation (water mass characteristics) in addition to upwelling (mixing processes). The relationship between
ocean color chlorophyll/turbidity and precipitation is positive during January inside the sanctuary (row 6, 7;
Table 2). Columbia River discharge and turbidity reveals both a negative and positive relationship inside
sanctuary boundaries (row 5, Table 2).

Table 2. Levels of association between remote sensing parameters, Columbia River discharge, and land-based precipi-
tation inside and outside OCNMS boundaries. Possible regional and local processes influencing spatial-temporal levels
of association are added for reference.

Parameter
Association Jan May July Sep Oct Inference to dominant processes affecting relationships
Thermal expansion and density driven processes reinforce positive relationship inside
SST/ SSHA sanctuary and in open ocean environments. During upwelling, colder subsurface
waters forced upwards induces suppressed SST and SSHA mainly confined to areas
east of the shelf break.
Regional
Physical circulation and mixing processes influence negative relationship during
SST/ upwelling months. Chlorophyll is partially enhanced by seasonal heating effects in
Chlorophyll July inducing positive relationship. In May, a positive offshore relationship generally
occurs due to warmer waters penetrating northward promoting algal stimulation. A
) split correlation pattern exists locally with Juan de Fuca outflow influencing negative
Regional relationship inside sanctuary boundaries.
Same as above. Negative relationship during upwelling months possibly linked to
SSHA/ OCNMS geostrophic transport and advection processes. Additional data testing needed.
Chlorophyll
Regional
ol vl Terrestrial sources (coastal and Columbia River) reinforce positive relationship in
g (6);(())p vl January. During dry season, relationship is mainly neutral to slightly positive.
|
Regional
Rrs670/ Columbia River plume influences turbidity inside sanctuary during January- Negative
Columbia R. relationship exists nearshore- positive relationship offshore. During May, Juan de
Discharge Fuca Strait outflow southward reinforces negative relationship.
Precipitation (coastal runoff) induces positive relationship in nearshore areas during
Rrs670/
ARG January, October and November (not shown).
Precipitation
Chi hyll/ Precipitation (coastal runoff) induces positive relationship in nearshore areas during
o.ro'p y January and October. Juan de Fuca Strait outflow to the south in May and September
Precipitation . . . . . .
possibly reinforces negative relationship during the dry season.

-Positive correlation (> 0.77 rho)

-Negative correlation (< - 0.77 rho)
Not enough data or no relationship
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Monthly differences in localized processes and limiting factors affecting surface layer relationships
from remote sensing are visually depicted in map form (Figure 37). During January, surface layer response
inside the OCNMS is heavily influenced by downwelling conditions (poleward currents, onshore Ekman
transport), precipitation (coastal/estuarine runoff), and Columbia River discharge (Figure 37). The positive
association of precipitation, discharge, chlorophyll and turbidity suggests that the turbid source is from estua-
rine/coastal waters, mainly west of the Olympic Mountains.

During May, surface layer responses inside the sanctuary are mainly influenced by strengthened
upwelling and Juan de Fuca Strait outflow (Figure 37). The negative May correlation patterns of chloro-
phyll and SST are indicative of these limiting factors, where colder, nutrient-rich waters are forced upwards
through upwelling processes promoting algal stimulation at the surface. Negative association of precipitation
and chlorophyll suggests that the nutrient source is not from coastal/estuarine runoff processes. Flow out of
the Juan de Fuca Strait is less turbid during spring and summer, which would indirectly support the negative
association between decreased precipitation (with increased light availability) and increased chlorophyll. Re-
sults were inconclusive on the influence of the Columbia River during May, but southward circulation would
support lesser affect inside the sanctuary.

During July, surface layer responses are indicative of increased light and temperature, with available
nutrients promoting chlorophyll production along the entire Olympic coast. Although upwelling persists in
the region at promoting enhanced chlorophyll, SST appears to be more sensitive to seasonal heating than
to mixing processes. A negative association between chlorophyll and precipitation suggests that blooms are
induced by either upwelled water or Juan de Fuca Strait outflow (Figure 37).
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Figure 37. Schematic representation of physical factors limiting nutrient availability and chlorophyll production
during (a) winter (January), (b) spring (May), (c) mid summer (July), and (d) early fall (September) periods.
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September chlorophyll peaks (annual maximums) inside the sanctuary are likely tied to localized pro-
cesses, including Juan de Fuca outflow and eddy circulation (Figure 37). In fall, nutrient availability remains
high, when Juan de Fuca outflow is circulated and recirculated, heated, and forced southward, causing
increased production south of Cape Flattery (Figure 37). It is speculated that increases in Ekman transport
leads to increased production at the surface in September/October.

Through correlation results and analysis of expected surface characteristics for the OCNMS, the gov-
erning physical limiting factors on surface layer responses were assessed and documented for the sanctuary
(Table 3). Contribution levels for these limiting factors are based on spatial and temporal sign and strength of
relation for the months of January, May, July, and September, and are relative to five broad-scale physical fac-
tors: Columbia River, Coastal/Estuarine, Juan de Fuca Strait, Upwelling/Marine, and Light/Temperature. The
Columbia River shows moderate influence in January, with lower influence for the remaining months (column
1, Table 3). Coastal/Estuarine influence shows a high level of contribution on response characteristics for
January and October, with moderate influence during July and September. Juan de Fuca Strait outflow and
circulation shows significant influence during all upwelling months analyzed. Mixing processes associated
with upwelling/marine influence is strong during spring, summer and fall. Light- and temperature-promoting
conditions necessary for algal bloom activity are most pronounced in July, with moderate effect occurring
in spring and fall. The information in Table 3 is intended to provide a process-driven conceptual framework
on governing processes at low-frequency (monthly) time scales, but does not infer higher-frequency (daily-
weekly) patterns of co-variability.

In summary, using 12 calendar months and six different variables, nearly 100 correlation maps were
produced and analyzed. Tables 2 and 3 condense these patterns and governing processes that are most ap-
parent from visual interpretation and quantitative-based analysis. Many of the correlation patterns document-
ed in this report support existing local knowledge of the physical and biological factors that limit production
on seasonal time scales. However, the month-to-month differences in relation between variables reveal the
importance of long-term satellite data series in further dissecting month-to-month variability in this dynamic
ocean environment. The long-term relationship with remotely sensed bio-physical properties allows for more
robust synoptic-scale interpretations and inferences to be made on estuarine-near shore interaction between

Table 3. Relative level of contribution of physical limiting factors on surface layer response inside OCNMS boundaries. Deter-
mination of contribution level based on analyis of expected conditions and intra-seasonal correlation patterns.

Limiting Factors/Mode of Influence

Columbia River Coastal/Estuarine Juan de Fuca Strait Upwelling/Marine Light and Temperature
January
May
July
September
October

.

‘ Moderate

I 1 o+

‘ Not enough data or not applicable
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light, nutrient availability, and surface production. General year to year water mass characteristics outside
the sanctuary are significant contributors to the overall relationship between variables and more study is
needed to fully address local and regional variability of surface properties and their impacts on living marine
resources.

3.7 Interannual Patterns of Surface Properties as Indicators to Environmnental Perturbations

Ocean climate anomalies for the PNW region reflect deviations from expected (normal) conditions
that are sometimes strongly affected by interannual variability in climate. Through climatological anomalies,
seasonal variability is, in part, removed, so that the anomalies can be assessed in relation to environmental
perturbations with a higher degree of confidence. In this section, patterns of local to regional interannual
variability of surface water properties will be presented through climatological anomalies using SST, SSHA,
chlorophyll and turbidity data. General patterns involving anomaly patterns for these surface level properties
will be visually interpreted for extremes (positive and negative) during the period of record of each data-
set. Comparisons will be made with heightened periods of ENSO using the Multivariate ENSO Index from
NOAA’s Earth System Research Laboratory, Climate Analysis Branch (Wolter and Timlin, 1998).

Interannual patterns of SST and SSHA

SST Hovmodller plots reveal anomalous conditions inside the sanctuary during the well documented
ENSO warm (Figure 38, orange) El Nifio phases in winter 1997-1998 and 2003 and the cool (blue, Figure
38) La Nifia phases in 1988-89 and 1998-99. Cold events can be associated with positive ENSO index
values (Figure 38, SST hovmoller), as was the case in July 2002. This period featured moderate to strong
negative anomalies and an intrusion of cold subarctic waters (Grantham et al. 2004). SST anomaly maps
for warm and cold ENSO and non-ENSO periods are depicted (Figure 39) with mainly positive (top row,
orange patterns) anomalies evident during warm EIl Nifio. During cool La Nifia phases, negative anomalies
are common (middle row, blue patterns, Figure 39). During non-ENSO periods, anomalous patterns tend to
be slightly more spatially limited and shorter in duration. For example, extreme positive anomalies occurred
in September 1990, August 1994, and negative anomalies were evident in December 1985 and June 1991.
Typically, these patterns result from large-scale physical circulation fluctuations related to the CCS (Goericke
et al. 2005).
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Figure 38. Time-series plot (Hovmdller) along a North-South transect line revealing weekly gap-filled CORTAD SST, and weekly
SST anomaly values for the period 1985-2005.
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Figure 39. CoRTAD monthly mean SST anomaly image maps during ENSO and non-ENSO periods.

Sea surface height deviation was particularly evident during the ENSO warm (Figure 40, orange)
phase in winter 1997-1998, and the strong anomalously cool (Figure 40, blue) spring of 1999. A general lag
associated with SSHA temporal deviation from the end of El Nifio through the start of La Nifa is evident from
the Hovmoller and the image maps, where heights remained positive until late 1998 (Figure 40). Spatial pat-
terns of both negative and positive SSHA deviation revealed strong regional signals for most of the eastern
North Pacific basin (Figure 41). Anomalously lower sea heights were evident from January 1999 until late
summer 2002. Also evident is the moderate El Nifio in 2003 (top row, Figure 41). Similar to SST anomaly,
during non-ENSO periods, SSHA temporal deviation patterns tend to be slightly more spatially limited and
shorter in duration (bottom row, Figure 41).
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(b) climatological weekly SSHA; and (c) weekly SSHA temporal deviation for the period 1992-2006. Multivari-
ate ENSO index values added for reference. Source: NOAA/NWS.
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Figure 41. AVISO monthly mean SSHA temporal deviaton image maps during ENSO and non-ENSO
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Interannual Patterns of chlorophyll and turbidity

Monthly chlorophyll concentrations are strongly influenced by interannual variability in climate. The
phase and strength of climate signals, such as the Pacific Decadal Oscillation (PDO), ENSO, and the North
Pacific Gyre Oscillation (Thomas et al. 2003, Sackmann et al. 2004, Di Lorenzo et al. 2008), can lead to
large-scale anomalies in chlorophyll concentration. This section presents patterns of local to regional interan-
nual variability of climatological anomalies using SeaWiFS chlorophyll and turbidity data. General patterns
involving stronger anomaly signals will be visually interpreted for select months in the 10-year climatology.

Specific OCNMS anomalous chlorophyll “events” for the period were in the fall of 1999, September
2000, and May and June 2007 (Figure 42). A strong negative chlorophyll anomaly was measured in the fall
of 1997, associated with the strong El Nifo event. Weaker negative anomalies were also evident in the fall
of 1998, 2002, 2003, and 2005. Image maps generally representing warm and cool periods of ENSO are
depicted in Figure 43, with strong positive anomalies generally associated with La Nifia conditions, and nega-
tive PDO. During warm ENSO phases, open ocean characteristics in the North Pacific basin reveal positive
chlorophyll to the west of the study area, with negative anomalies inside the sanctuary. Strong non-ENSO
events occurred in October 2001 and the summer of 2006, when anomalous chlorophyll was evident along
the entire length of the study area (Figure 43, bottom row) that persisted through August 2006. Overall,
chlorophyll anomalies appear to have only slight association with the large scale climate indices, such as the
Multivariate ENSO Index (MEI) and PDO Index, particularly at localized scales.
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Figure 42. Time series plot (Hovmadller) along a North-South transect line revealing filtered SeaWiFS chlorophyll and
chlorophyll anomaly values for the period 1997-2007. Multivariate ENSO index values added for reference. Source:
NOAA/NWS.
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Figure 43. SeaWiFS monthly mean chlorophyll anomaly image maps during ENSO and non-ENSO periods.

Monthly turbidity anomaly levels are extremely moderate for the region, but vary according to interac-
tions with other physical drivers related to seasonal rainfall/runoff patterns. Higher values were observed
in the 1998, 1999, 2001, 2006, and 2007 winters south of the Juan De Fuca Strait (Figure 44). Small-scale
anomalies in Rrs670 were observed within the OCNMS in the winter-spring of 1999 and 2007 during La Nifia
conditions (Figure 45, middle row). Turbidity anomalies are mainly restricted to areas along the mid- to inner
shelf and can span consecutive months. This was the case in early 1999, when elevated turbidity occurred
over a 4-month interval inside the sanctuary (Figure 44). An abnormally low turbidity winter occurred in
2005.
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Figure 44. Time series plot (Hovmoller) along a North-South transect line revealing filtered SeaWiFS turbidity and
turbidity anomaly values for the period 1997-2007. Multivariate ENSO index values added for reference. Source:

NOAA/NWS.
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Figure 45. SeaWiFS monthly mean turbidity anomaly image maps during ENSO and non-ENSO periods.
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Summary of Surface Anomalies for the OCNMS

Ocean climate anomalies developed from long-term data series were found to be associated with
both large-scale climate cycles and localized perturbations in OCNMS environments. Selected data extrac-
tions of climate anomalies inside the sanctuary are summarized (Table 4) to reveal general coincidence with
ENSO indices. For example, during the strong El Nifio period in fall 1997 through summer 1998, high SST
and increased vertical SSHA deviation were detected inside the sanctuary for all months selected. Chlo-
rophyll concentrations revealed strong negative anomalies at the beginning of the period, with alternating
patterns at the end of the period. Turbidity anomalies revealed negative anomalies at the beginning of the
period, with slight positive anomalies at the end. During the strong La Nifa period in 1999, SST and SSHA
were found to be negative, while chlorophyll and turbidity were strongly positive. During a 6-month period in
2001, negative anomalies were recorded for all variables analyzed. The ENSO index was positive again in
2002, with unexpectedly colder water (negative SST anomaly) evident and decreased sea surface heights
inside the sanctuary5. Lower turbidity and less chlorophyll production were evident inside the Sanctuary
during the 2002 fall period. In 2004, neutral ENSO conditions were evident, with warmer than expected SST
and SSHA, coupled with stronger than normal chlorophyll present in the sanctuary. Significant alternating
patterns of ocean color variability reveal the potential volatility of ocean color signals inside the sanctuary.
The extreme positive and negative anomalies of SSHA and SST are usually well separated and can last for
years, generally revealing similar patterns to the ENSO index. However, heightened ENSO does not always
imply extreme anomalous surface patterns, as seen in 2002 and 2004 (Table 4).

Table 4. Comparison of ENSO index values and remotely sensed variable anomalies from extracted data averaged for the Olympic
Coast National Marine Sanctuary

SST SSHA Turbidity Chlorophyll SST SSHA Turbidity Chlorophyll
Date ENSO anomaly deviation anomaly anomaly ENSO anomaly deviation anomaly anomaly

Sep-97 -0.00025 -2.24196 May-02

Oct-97 -3.18499 Jun-02
Nov-97 -0.00025 -0.05153 Jul-02

Dec-97 -0.00009 Aug-02 - 0.00000

Jan-98 -0.00035 Sep-02 - -0.00002 -1.80847
Feb-98 -0.47932 Oct-02 - -0.00022 -0.44078
Mar-98 -0.00012 Nov-02 -0.00027 -0.66917
Apr-98 -0.87637 Dec-02 -0.00025 -0.23135
May-98 Jan-03 -0.00010 -0.12747
Jun-98 -2.10982 Feb-03 - -0.00035

Jul-98 Mar-03

Apr-99 -0.96 0.5 Feb-04 -0.00019
May-99 -0.68 ; Mar-04 -0.00013

Jun-99 -0.39 .6 -0.11754 Apr-04 -0.00009

Jul-99 -0.53 .83 -0.00004 -1.65118 May-04 -0.00008
Aug-99 -0.74 Jun-04 -0.00005

Sep-99 -0.88 .04 Jul-04 -0.00002

Oct-99 -0.92 .0 Aug-04 -0.37

Jan-01 -0.00036 -0.10192 Feb-05 -0.00048

Feb-01 -0.00050 -0.30537 Mar-05 -0.00013 -0.56225
Mar-01 -0.00028 -0.41193 Apr-05 -0.91012
Apr-01 -0.00011 -1.23980 May-05 -0.00007 -1.53243
May-01 -0.00002 -0.15311 Jun-05 -0.00010 -1.65062
Jun-01 -0.00018 -0.98320 Jul-05 -0.00005

-Positive anomaly
- Negative anomaly

Neutral or slightly positive/negative

An Oceanographic Characterization of the Olympic Coast National Marine Sanctuary






