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The kickoff day of the tour started out with promise. Our flight was delayed but Ed met us at the
airport and explained our itinerary, which includes establishing new mussels watch sites, in addition
to the long-term sites monitored since 1992.

Once on the ground in Detroit, our first planned stop was the Great Lakes Environmental Research
Laboratory (GLERL) outside of Ann Arbor, Ml (photo) to pick up our supply crates we had shipped
from Silver Spring, MD. We all looked forward to seeing the much deserved new GLERL building
and Tom Nelepa from GLERL who, along with Dennis Donahue, have been steadfast in their support
of the Great Lakes Mussel Watch Program and instrumental in keeping it going. Without their
support through the years it is unlikely the program would have survived. Now, for the first time in
the eighteen year history of the Great Lakes Tour, GLERL will not only provide support but also
collect and analyze a portion of the bioeffects samples.

Our boat pilot for this trip is Tom Joyce, a Great Lakes Pilot and a captain for over thirty years. He
has been with NOAA at GLERL for five years. Our boat for this tour is our old friend from the ‘07
tour, a 25 foot Boston Whaler purchased from the Navy whose gun mounts now support a pot hauler
and are a threat to no one but the invasive zebra mussel. The afternoon was fading as evening
approached and, after much heated debate we decided to meet and reconnoiter at the hotel to plan our
strategy for the days ahead.



